under pretence of the laws of God. The conduct shews, that It
was not religion, but political views, that turned the court of
Rome against the king's cause, which they at first plainly favoured.
And

Now as to the arguments by which the king fortified himself
in these scruples. These, as he himself owned, were, that he
found by the law of Moses, If a man took his brother's wife, they
should die childless; this made him reflect on the death of his
children, which he now looked on as a curse from God, for that
unlawful marriage. He found Thomas Aquinas (whom he chiefly
valued of all the casuists) of opinion, That the laws of Leviticus,
about the forbidden degrees of marriage, were moral and eternal,
such as obliged all Christians ; and that the pope could only dispense
with the laws of the church, but not with the laws of God ; and,
when the validity of the marriage came afterwards to be thoroughly
canvassed, it appeared that the whole tradition of the church and
the opinions of its doctors were against the marriage.

In the year 1527, before Cardinal Wolsey's journey to France,
which he began on the 3rd of July, to promote the King's marriage
with the duchess of Alenson, the king's scruples were become
publick, as two writersl testify almost in the same words : This
season, says Hall, began a fame in London, that the king's con-
fessor, the bishop of Lincoln, called Dr. Langland, and divers other
great clerks, had told the king, that the marriage between him and
the Lady Catherine, late wife to his brother, Prince Arthur, was
not good, but damnable.

And this suspicion, of the cardinal's going to promote a second
match in France, is confirmed2 by a letter of his, dated Feversham,
July the 5th, 15 27, where he says, Archbishop Warham had warned
him of the great jealousies which Queen Catherine had of his
journey. And by another letter, dated August the ist, 1527,
where he labours to satisfy the king, that the pope's dispensation
was in itself null and void. All these particulars will be the stronger
proofs of the cardinal's intention, when it shall be proved that the
cardinal could then have no thoughts of Anne Boleyn, whose father,
the Lord Rochford, came over to England from France with the
duchess of Alenson's picture to shew it to King Henry; and it

1 Stow, Hall.                           * Herbert.
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